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1508	10th	Avenue	E	

Constructed: 	 	1923	
Owner/Architect:	 	James	Eustace	Blackwell	
Builder: 	 	 	G.F.	Martin	



Nearby	Landmarks:	
Volunteer	Park	
Lakeview	Cemetery	
St.	Nicholas	School	
P.	P.	Ferry	House	
Eliza	Ferry	House	



Site	Plan	



West	(front)	and	North	elevations	



First	floor	plan	



Walk	around	the	building:	Primary	(west)	elevations.	



Walk	around	the	building:	North	and	East	(rear)	sides	



Light	court	on	south	side	of	building	



Roof	



Interiors	



Alterations	



Gothic	Revival/commercial	and	residential	tall	buildings	

Chicago	Tribune	Tower,	1923-25	Woolworth	Building,	1913	 Terminal	Sales	Annex,	1915	
1931	2nd	Ave.	Seattle	



Gothic	Revival	in	Seattle	

Liggett	Building,	1927	
4th	and	Pike	

Marlborough	Apartments,	1927	
1220	Boren	Ave.	

Shafer	Building,	1924	
6th	and	Pine	



THE NEIGHBORHOOD

1890 O. P. Anderson map

1899 Polk Directory map



1904 Hollywood plat

Seattle Daily Times, March 1, 1904



1912 Baist map



1922 Blackwell Building Permit

1923 Seattle Daily Times detail

THE  BUILDING

Seattle Daily Times,  
October 19, 1924



Seattle Daily Times,  
June 26, 1923

Seattle Daily Times,  
January 1, 1927

Seattle Daily Times,  
December 6, 1924

Seattle Daily Times,  
September 21, 1924

Seattle Daily Times,  
June 29, 1929

Seattle Daily Times,  
June 28, 1925

Seattle Daily Times,  
December 21, 1924

Seattle Daily Times,  
April 15, 1936

Seattle Daily Times,  
December 23, 1930

Seattle Daily Times,  
February 24, 1966

Seattle Daily Times ad placed by Blackwell,  
September 23, 1923



1937-1940
Survey records by the King County 
Assessor and the WPA.



Seattle Times, 
December 20, 1981

Condo Conversion document, 1981

Seattle Times, 
June 13, 1982

Seattle Times, 
January 31, 1982

Seattle Times, 
February 21, 1982





1879 Employee list of Treasury Department’s Office of the Supervising Architect

THE  ARCHITECT
JAMES EUSTACE BLACKWELL



1893-1896

Washington Standard, 
January 23, 1891

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
November 14, 1899

Partnerships with  
Robert Robertson

1891–1893 — Tacoma

1900–1904  — Seattle



Seattle Mail & Herald, June 28, 1902

Seattle Daily Times, 
April 13, 1902

Puget Sound Machinery Depot, 
Railroad Ave & Washington St., 
Robertson & Blackwell, 1902

Oregon Daily Journal, 

September 8, 1907

Morning Oregonian, 
April 24, 1902

Seattle Mail & Herald, June 28, 1902



Seattle Mail & Herald, December 19, 1903

Columbia Terrace 
design examples, 

Seattle Mail & Herald 
1902

Built in 1902: Design No. 14 still at 805 15th Ave



Eagles Aerie #1, 7th & Pine, Robertson & Blackwell, 1904

Seattle Daily Times, April 21, 1907
Blackwell, 1907

Seattle Mail & Herald, May 31, 1902

1910 Postcard



Mutual Life Insurance Building, 605 1st Ave.,  
addition 1904 & remodel 1916

Blackwell home, 1112 Harvard Ave. E, 1905

Galbraith, Bacon & Co. Dock, Wall Street terminus, 1906



M. F. Backus Warehouse, 1014 1st Ave S, 1907 and 
E. O. Graves Building, 1022 1st Ave. S, 1908

Gray’s Harbor Railway Power Plant, Aberdeen, 1908

American Cities Realty Co., 1512-16 3rd Ave.,
Blackwell & Baker, 1910

Partnership with Frank Lidstone Baker
1908-1916



Chapin-Eddy House, 1117 Boylston Ave. E., Blackwell & Baker, 1910

James A. Kerr House, 1105 Boylston Ave. E., 
Blackwell & Baker, 1910

Grand Trunk Pacific Dock, Madison Street terminus,  
Blackwell & Baker, 1910



Bellingham National Guard Armory, 525 N. State St.,  
Blackwell & Baker, 1910

Sears Roebuck & Co. Warehouse, Utah Ave. & Lander St.,  
Blackwell & Baker, 1910

Frink/Washington Shoe Building, 400 Occidental Way,  
Addition of top 2 floors, Blackwell & Baker, 1912



Burlington Carnegie Library, 901 E Fairhaven Ave., 
Blackwell & Baker, 1914

Olympia Carnegie Library, 620 Franklin St. SE., 
Blackwell & Baker, supervising architects, Joseph Wohleb, architect, 1914

Wenatchee Carnegie Library, S Chelan Ave. and Douglas St., 
Blackwell & Baker, 1912



Laveta/Highland/Amon/Dover Apartments, 901 6th Ave., 
regrading alterations and addition of 3 floors,  
Blackwell & Baker, 1912

Seattle Star, April 3, 1920

American Architect, 
January 3, 1917

Nesika/Stratford Apartments, 2021 4th Ave., 
Blackwell & Baker, 1915



Blackwell’s original 1922 blueprint

American Architect, September 1922



Seattle Daily Times, July 6, 1924

Shafer Building, 6th Ave. & Pine St., 1924



Colsky Building, 2121 1st Ave., 1926

Seattle Daily Times, 
February 3, 1929

Seattle Daily Times, 
April 5, 1939

Northern State Hospital, Women’s Wards L and M, Sedro Woolley, 1933



“For years — originally from 1988-92, 
and more recently since 1999 —  
I’ve passed this old apartment building 
on walks through the extended  
neighborhood.

I’ve never been inside, but it has  
always caught my eye. I like its  
external look, the landscaping, the 
evening lighting, its modest scale,  
and its location on a sweeping curve 
on a main arterial.”

David Blackwell

Flickr contributor

Photo taken May 3, 2017

David Blackwell, Seattle © 2017. Permisson granted for the use of this photograph for this project.



Designation	Standards	

In	order	to	be	designated,	the	building,	object,	or	site	must	be	at	

least	25	years	old	and	must	meet	at	least	one	of	the	six	criteria	for	

designation	outlined	in	the	Seattle	Landmarks	Preservation	

Ordinance	(SMC	25.12.350):	

A.  It	is	the	location	of,	or	is	associated	in	a	significant	way	with,	a	

historic	event	with	a	significant	effect	upon	the	community,	

City,	state,	or	nation;	or	

B.  It	is	associated	in	a	significant	way	with	the	life	of	a	person	

important	in	the	history	of	the	City,	state,	or	nation;	or	

C.  It	is	associated	in	a	significant	way	with	a	significant	aspect	of	

the	cultural,	political,	or	economic	heritage	of	the	community,	

City,	state	or	nation;	or	

D.  It	embodies	the	distinctive	visible	characteristics	of	an	

architectural	style,	or	period,	or	a	method	of	construction;	or	

E.  It	is	an	outstanding	work	of	a	designer	or	builder;	or	F	

F.  Because	of	its	prominence	of	spatial	location,	contrasts	of	

siting,	age,	or	scale,	it	is	an	easily	identifiable	visual	feature	of	

its	neighborhood	or	the	city	and	contributes	to	the	distinctive	

quality	or	identity	of	such	neighborhood	or	the	City.	


